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• Entitlement dollars allocated to States based 
on meals served in prior year multiplied by 
the federal meal rate

• Federal meal rate is published annually in 
July, for school year 2020 it is .3350 cents 
per meal

• USDA Foods equals 15-20% of foods used in 
school meals 

• USDA Foods are not “surplus” foods, they are 
the same as the commercial products



More orders and variety of foods



School and Agency Input

• YOU receive an announcement in the December program bulletin 

regarding the SURVEY MONKEY that is open 

• YOU  submit a response on SURVEY MONKEY with input on what USDA 

Foods your school is interested in

• WE create a survey in CNP-Web based off of the survey choices

• YOU place your order for USDA Foods that are in the survey for the 

entire upcoming school year 

• WE gather all orders and “balance” the order truckloads, trying to split 

with neighboring states if needed

• WE place an order with USDA for the USDA Foods YOU have requested



• Selection of processed items are done through Invitation to Bid 

to processor for specific end products.

• Input from YOU of processed end products YOU have interest in 

through vendor show at AKSNA .

• Schedule of Invitation to Bid (ITB) sent to processors for 

selected end products for SY2020:

• Peanut butter end products - Smucker’s

• Alaskan Pollock end products - Trident



Surveys (ordering)

• First survey will be opened January and close in 

February with delivery periods beginning in 

August and ending in March. 

• If bonus USDA Foods are offered, a separate 

survey will be opened and all SFAs will be 

notified in the program bulletin or through 

broadcast email.  



• The administrative fee for SY20 has not 

been determined

• The fee is used for cost associated with 

shipping the processed orders to the 

schools and agencies, also the salaries and 

benefits for the Food Distribution staff



There is a difference. 



• Direct USDA Foods (Brown Bow)

• Orders go directly from State to USDA

• USDA Foods shipped to one of the 13 pre-paid destinations 
which are

Anchorage                 Wasilla

Soldotna                    Fairbanks                       
Unalakleet Kotzebue

Bethel                        Mt. Village    

Dillingham                  Kodiak                       
Juneau                       Sitka

Ketchikan

Schools pays for shipping beyond their designated 
drop point and a per case state administration fee



• Orders go from State to USDA to Processor

• Processor which may require a credit line 
application

• Processed USDA Foods are shipped directly to 
the school district or agency

• School or agency pays Processor fee-for-
service

• School or agency  pays per case for state 
administrative fee



• It is the price per pound or by case representing a processor’s 
cost of ingredients other than the USDA donated foods, labor, 
packaging, overhead, and other costs incurred in the conversion 
of the USDA donated food into the specified end product.

• Example; JTM Beef Patty

• Commercial Value  = $95.74

• USDA Case value = $67.78

• Entitlement dollars are used for this amount

• Fee for Service = $27.96

• This is the amount you will be billed by the processor



• Asian Food Solution - Asian chicken entrees

• Cargill- Breakfast entrees

• Horizon – Fruit pockets

• JTM – Beef and turkey products

• MCI/Los Cabos – Mexican entrees

• National Food Group- Applesauce

• Tyson/Advance Pierre- Chicken and beef products

• Schwan's – Pizza and breadsticks

• Smuckers- Peanut butter sandwiches

• Taco Loco – Tortillas

• Trident – Alaska Pollock products



.



Fruits 

• Canned fruits in extra light syrup or juice

• Mixed Fruit

• Peaches

• Pears

• Applesauce is unsweetened

• Frozen fruits- blueberries, strawberry and mixed fruit cups

• Applesauce cups

• Orange Juice in single servings

• Dried cranberries in individual packages



Vegetables

• Dark Green Vegetables – Frozen broccoli 

• Red/Orange Vegetables- Salsa 

• Beans (legumes)– Red kidney beans, black 

beans, and garbanzo beans

• Starchy Vegetables- Canned corn, frozen 

potato wedges

• Other Vegetables- Green beans



Meat/Meat Alternate

• Cheddar and Mozzarella Shredded Cheese

• Chicken Fajita Strips ‐lower sodium

• Chicken Fillet patties (unbreaded)

• Diced Chicken

• Beef crumble

• Fine Ground Beef

• Beef pre-cooked patties (No Soy)

• Pulled pork

• Turkey, sliced, smoked 

• Fish sticks (Alaskan Pollock)



Grains

• Whole grain and enriched pastas 

• Brown and white rice

• Flour, all purpose, enriched

• Tortillas

Milk

• UHT 1% Milk 



Ingredient 100 Servings Commercial Price USDA Food Value

Rice 10.6 lbs $4.52 $4.08

Corn, canned 14.2 lbs $11.79 $8.19

Salsa, canned 2 #10 cans $8.60 $7.41

Beans, canned 2 #10 cans $7.92 $5.26

WW tortillas 5 lb $19.86 $15.06

Chicken Fajita strips 12.5 lbs $75.56 $27.37

Reduced Fat 

Cheddar Cheese

1.5 lbs $3.55 $2.98

Spices Various $2.73 $2.73

Total $134.53 $73.08

Cost per entrée $1.35 $0.74
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• State must balance orders by shipment requirements

• Direct USDA Foods are delivered in ¼ truckloads, ½ 
truckloads or full truck loads

• Survey response from RAs do not arrive in at least a ¼  
truck to split with another state

• Processed USDA Foods may have a minimum order 
requirement

• USDA may cancel orders

• Check CNP-Web for information on orders under 
Allocation or Inventory 

• Cancelations announced in monthly program bulletin



Mobile web site and enhanced available food list



• USDA Foods Available List for Schools and Institutions 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/foods-expected-be-available

https://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/foods-expected-be-available


The Food Buying Guide assists with purchasing the correct amounts 

of food and determines the correct contribution that each food 

makes toward the meal pattern requirements

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/food-buying-guide-mobile-app

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/food-buying-guide-mobile-app


https://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/nslp-usda-foods-fact-sheets


https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-standardized-recipe

https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-standardized-recipe


https://www.fns.usda.gov/usda-standardized-recipe


On the USDA Foods 

Program 



USDA Foods Program Coordinator

Sue Lampert

907-465-8710

susan.lampert@alaska.gov

Program Assistant

Tony Warren

907-465-3629

tony.warren@alaska.go
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